nation to Christianity somewhat consolidated things
on the west.

Extending his domain he united under his rule the
Slavic groups from the Baltic Sea to the plains south
of the Carpathians and from the Elbe to the Bug. In
1024 he was crowned the first Polish king at Gniezno
near Poznan. He developed internal organization,
established a definite system of taxation, and main-
tained a large standing army.

His brilliant career, considers Professor Slocombe,
'had no parallel in the history of contemporary
Europe.' Within a century before or after him prob-
ably only the Emperor Otto I was his equal. During
his reign Poland became one of the greatest powers of
Europe, a position it was again to occupy during the
i6th and early I7th centuries. It is interesting to
add that a sister of Boleslaw's was the mother of
King Canute of England, and his aunt was the mother
of Stephen, the great king of Hungary and its patron
saint. One of Boleslaw's principal achievements was
the establishment of an Archbishopric at Gniezno, sym-
bol of Poland's political independence and autonomy.

It is strange that this 'Polish Charlemagne' should
be so little known in the western world of today.
The broad extent of his asknowledged Polish territories
is worth noting. They are at that time capable
of quite definite delimitation. On the north, the
boundaries are the Baltic Sea from the River Oder to
the Vistula. Present-day East Prussia, beyond the
Vistula, was an independent heathen people. The